
 

45 
 

ЖУРНАЛ «БИЗНЕС. ОБЩЕСТВО. ВЛАСТЬ». Май 2020. № 1 (35) 

 

 

 

 

УДК / UDK 32.019.51 

 

 

THE REPRESENTATION OF DONALD TRUMP’S PRESIDEN-
CY: LIBERAL VS CONSERVATIVE LEANING MEDIA  

Shenina E. I.6 
 

 

This paper is aimed to examine the way liberal and conservative leaning media represent Donald 

Trump and his presidency. The results of content analysis showed that they portrayed him differ-

ently. While The New York Times was more negative towards Trump, emphasizing the reasons he 

is unfit for office and is a cold person lacking sympathy, Fox News was more supportive of 

Trump, showing his capability to successfully perform presidential duties as well as his caring and 

empathetic side. 

Keywords:  

Donald Trump, American presidency, framing, liberal leaning media, conservative leaning media.

 
6 Shenina Elizaveta - 4th year student («Political Science and World Politics» program) of National Research Universi-
ty – Higher School of Economics. Address: St. Petersburg, Russia. E-mail: sheninalisa@gmail.com. 

АКТУАЛЬНО 



 

46 
 

ЖУРНАЛ «БИЗНЕС. ОБЩЕСТВО. ВЛАСТЬ». Май 2020. № 1 (35) 

INTRODUCTION 

American presidency is found to be a 

popular topic in the media, seeing as the presi-

dent holds a high position, making him a fre-

quently discussed figure that brings a substan-

tial profit to the media [9, 121]. The media itself 

has a significant role with the power to decide 

the importance of issues and their depictions, 

influencing the perceptions of people [23, 24-

25]. The appearance of Trump phenomenon 

with his presidential candidacy became a wide-

ly discussed topic among scholars. His unique 

and controversial style prompted intense reac-

tion among people, which was especially bene-

ficial to the American media that took the con-

troversial material Trump offered and provided 

an extensive coverage of Trump [30, 7-8]. The 

coverage, however, can be influenced by ideol-

ogy [14, 8-9]. American media bias was widely 

discussed by scholars, such as T. T. Lee [25, 43-

64], R. A. Hackett [17, 229-259], S. J. Farnsworth 

and S. R. Lichter [10, 91-108]. Historically, liber-

al leaning media favored democrats and criti-

cized republicans, while conservative leaning 

media did the opposite [25, 43]. Previous stud-

ies, though, showed that since the occurrence of 

new Trump phenomenon all media, even the 

media considered conservative and favoring 

republicans, has been highly negative and criti-

cal towards Trump in the beginning of his pres-

idency [29, 1-19]. However, there are no studies 

on the representation of Trump in the media in 

his late presidency, and the possible difference 

in representation between liberal and conserva-

tive leaning media. Since the Trump phenome-

non is still salient and influential on people’s 

lives, it is interesting to know, how media por-

tray Trump further on in his presidency, and 

whether they frame him differently. It can con-

tribute to the studies of American presidency, 

showing the effect presidents like Trump have 

on the media and American presidency. Thus, 

the research question is as follows: How do lib-

eral and conservative leaning media represent 

Donald Trump and his presidency? Conse-

quently, the aim of this paper is to determine 

the way liberal and conservative leaning media 

portray Trump and his presidency. The hy-

pothesis is that the liberal and conservative 

leaning media represent Trump and his presi-

dency in different ways, with the liberal media 

being more negative and critical towards 

Trump, and conservative being more positive 

and favoring. Since there are many types of 

media, this paper will focus on analyzing one 

type – newspapers (The New York Times and 

Fox News). 

In this paper, constructivism as a theoret-

ical framework and framing theory are used. 

Content analysis of the articles published on the 

web pages of The New York Times and Fox 

News is offered in order to reveal the ways 

these media portray Trump and his presidency 

and possible differences between them. The 

tasks of this paper correspond to its structure. 

Firstly, theoretical framework, previous re-

search and method for the analysis are provid-

ed to give an insight to the problem. Secondly, 

a content analysis of The New York Times and 

Fox News articles on Trump is offered based on 

predefined frames. Lastly, conclusion describes 

the results of analysis. 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The process of political communication 

was first coined by H. Lasswell, who under-

stood it in terms of “who says what, in which 

channel, to whom and with what effect”[24, 39]. 

According to S. Chaffee, the structure of politics 

is affected and shaped by the structure of com-

munication, because communication is an es-

sential part of political activity, moreover, put-

ting constraints on communication leads to lim-

iting the exercise of power [8, 237-238]. Many 

researchers considered understanding the 

meaning of events the main direction of politi-
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cal communication, thus, arguing the im-

portance of the use of symbols [23, 24]. Conse-

quently, media was stressed as the main agent 

in that process as it constructs the reality and 

meanings using symbols. This environment 

created by media, where people understand in-

formation and reality through media, can have 

an impact on political reality perceptions, and 

on politics itself [23, 25]. Therefore, as political 

communication is directly connected to the use 

of symbols and constructing the reality, con-

structivism as a theoretical framework is used 

in this paper. Constructivism is essentially 

about the construction of the world, and it is 

concerned with the political roles of ideas, 

norms, knowledge, and culture, as well as lan-

guage and discourse. Moreover, it pays atten-

tion to the role of collective understandings of 

reality and intersubjective meanings and ideas 

[11, 392, 405]. It states that reality is constantly 

interpreted and perceived in different ways, 

and some interpretations can be more powerful 

and prevalent than others [11, 395]. According 

to constructivism, the world is socially con-

structed and agents and structures are mutually 

constituted [32, 197-198]. Thus, this theoretical 

framework can be applied to news media in the 

sense that constructivism perceives the im-

portance of news as an essential part of framing 

political issues and shaping the debate around 

them [28, 70]. 

As can be drawn from the above, politi-

cal communication theory pays close attention 

to the connection and interaction between the 

media and politics. Media has a crucial role in 

constructing and regulating political culture [6, 

426-427]. The relationships of media institutions 

to political and other societal institutions un-

derwent a major change in 1991, when the 

technological development took place and new 

sources of information appeared and expanded 

among the population. Before that, people had 

relatively limited interaction with the political 

sphere and media, whereas after that they be-

came more active, receiving the possibility to 

interact with each other as well as journalists 

and politicians. That created a new stage in the 

political communication, where the digital 

sphere became the dominant one in the com-

munication, and its influence on politics be-

came of great interest. It stimulated the appear-

ance of the new theories of political communi-

cation effects [6, 426-427].  

There are three main theories on media 

effects in the field of political communication: 

agenda-setting, priming and framing. Agenda-

setting function of media points to issues and 

events the audience should think about and 

consider important; thus, journalists direct at-

tention of the public to concerns that they con-

sider important and deserving of more media 

coverage. Consequently, the more media cover-

age issues receive, the more people are con-

cerned about these issues [21, 62]. Another me-

dia effect is priming. It is argued that by prim-

ing certain aspects of reality and ignoring oth-

ers news media creates the terms by which po-

litical opinions are represented and political 

choices are made [22, 4]. It has been applied to 

the research of voting, stating that the public 

perceive some issues as more important and 

give them higher weight than other issues 

when they form their political opinion and 

evaluate the candidates based on this. The 

weight of opinions on policy issues is assigned 

in proportion to the perceived significance of 

these issues, which derives from the media cov-

erage. The more important the issue is per-

ceived, the more influential opinions about that 

issue are [21, 63].  

These theories, however, do not focus on 

the news specifically or take into account the 

tone, particular usage of symbols and structure 

of the news coverage or the content of texts [27, 

13-14]. These important elements of the news 

are considered in the theory of framing. In con-
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trast to other theories, framing theory pays at-

tention to how people think and talk about is-

sues [28, 70]. As framing theory is the most ef-

fective in regard to the presentation of news in 

media, it is chosen as a theory in the paper. The 

framing analysis was first proposed by E. 

Goffman, who argued that a frame is a combi-

nation of basic elements that define a social sit-

uation according to a set of organizing princi-

ples [15, 10-11]. Frames are tools for interpret-

ing the world, and they help people identify 

and label information [15, 10-11]. It was further 

developed by W. E. Gamson, who claimed that 

a frame is a central organizing idea that pro-

vides the audience with meaning of events re-

lated to a given issue. Therefore, a frame is the 

way in which newsmakers construct and organ-

ize a given story and give the discussed issue a 

context recognizable by the mass audience [13, 

143].  

Framing theory was largely developed 

by Z. Pan and G. M. Kosicki, who claimed the 

importance of political language. Word choices 

and their composition in the news texts help 

identify issues, give them certain meaning, 

communicate them and induce different repre-

sentations concerning the given issues in the 

readers’ minds. Journalists use these tools to 

appeal to their readers’ emotions and create a 

certain atmosphere, which would be auspicious 

to some political actors and ideologies, but not 

the others [28, 70]. News media frame can be 

seen as a tool for interpreting and navigating 

the news discourse, and this process involves 

three players – sources, journalists and audi-

ence, which construct and develop the news 

discourse [28, 57-58]. The central place is given 

to the news texts created by journalists, who 

put meaning into it. Journalists in turn are 

guided by their own perceptions of news media 

and its organization, existing rules concerning 

the news coverage, and expected responses 

from the audience. The news presented in me-

dia are then interpreted by the audience [28, 57-

58]. 

There are some types of framing devices 

in news discourse that can help in the framing. 

For instance, syntactical structure of news cov-

erage is connected to the arrangement of struc-

tural elements such as a headline, lead, epi-

sodes, background, and closure in the text [28, 

59]. A headline is the most powerful framing 

device as it is the most noticeable part of the 

text that induces the appearance of certain con-

cepts in the minds of audience [28, 59]. Lexical 

choices of words and labels are important signi-

fiers of the presence of a certain frame. The la-

bels used by journalists indicate their own cate-

gorizations intended to provoke a particular 

response from the audience, and in this regard, 

ideological position plays an important role [28, 

62-63]. 

Ideology influences framing and rein-

forces it, thus, organization and presentation of 

information in the news are considered tools for 

ideology spreading [14, 8-9]. Frames are created 

through interpreting the issues from different 

perspectives, and if the angle is the dominant 

one in the society, the others are then depicted 

in a biased manner [31, 93-94]. The way infor-

mation is framed depends on the way journal-

ists choose to present it in their news stories, 

how they organize it and what they highlight. 

This presentation, in turn, depends on their 

own biases and beliefs that affect their readers’ 

perceptions [31, 93-94]. Emerged frames con-

tribute to the creation of ideologies and later 

become common sense, through which actors, 

events, their causes and results are identified 

and judged, thus, influencing the readers’ per-

ceptions [14, 10]. The research on the media bi-

as often uses the concept of framing, as it can be 

quite useful in this instance and reveal hidden 

biases and assumptions in the news coverage. 

Bias in news media reinforces its ideology, 

which creates a framework through which 



 

49 
 

ЖУРНАЛ «БИЗНЕС. ОБЩЕСТВО. ВЛАСТЬ». Май 2020. № 1 (35) 

newspapers present events and issues [17, 245-

248]. Framing, therefore, has significant effects 

on people, which include shaping as well as al-

teration of perception and judgement of politi-

cians, political institutions and issues [33, 94].  

MEDIA, AMERICAN PRESIDENCY AND 

TRUMP 

Using framing theory with regards to 

news media helps understand the perception of 

American presidency in the news, and conse-

quently among the readers, as well as uncover 

any biases that may be present in the news. 

Media is found to be a powerful political actor. 

For instance, W. L. Bennett’s theory of press-

state relations posits that the media in the case 

of elite disagreement that results in a debate 

over an issue, will offer opposing perspectives 

in the news overage as well, while in the case of 

elite agreement over an issue, the media will 

present the summary only of this particular 

view. Thus, this theory considers media as de-

pendent from and influenced by elite commu-

nication [3, 113-124]. However, another view is 

expressed in the mediatization of politics theo-

ry, which states that as the media becomes 

more independent from the influence of politi-

cal institutions and turns to be the most im-

portant source of information, it starts to be-

come highly influential in politics, and as a re-

sult, political actors need to consider the media 

logic and adjust to it, seeing that their publicity 

and image largely depend on the media cover-

age [26, 250-252]. These processes can lead to 

the increased negativity in media, which tends 

to turn political news coverage into a planned 

strategical tactics that affects public perception 

of politicians and politics in a way that it be-

comes more cynical and less communicative [7, 

51-52]. In addition, it is argued that the critical 

portrayal of politicians in the news media as 

well as coverage of conflicts and crises can lead 

to the creation of mistrust among the public 

towards the government and alienation from 

politics [6, 428]. Therefore, the role of news me-

dia in politics is becoming more significant. 

One of the main topics for discussion 

among researchers concerns media bias, which 

essentially means preferential and unbalanced 

treatment of a given issue or actor [25, 45]. With 

the emergence of the Internet, it became easier 

for the public to get the news online through 

the newspapers’ web pages and elsewhere [10, 

91-92]. It is a common practice for American 

newspapers to convince their readers of their 

trustworthiness and impartiality, for instance, 

the New York Times and Fox News distinguish 

their stories by marking some as opinion arti-

cles that contain journalists’ own perceptions 

and interpretations with the intention to in-

crease the legitimacy of other news articles and 

their claims of factuality. As a result, frames in 

the newspaper’s coverage become more truth-

ful in the readers’ eyes and accepted by them 

[28, 62-63]. Overall, newspapers that are con-

sidered to be traditionally liberal include, for 

instance, the New York Times and MSNBC, 

and those considered to be conservative include 

the Chicago Tribune and Fox News [57, 348]. 

Conservatives and liberals in the USA believe 

that media in the country is biased. Conserva-

tives claim that most journalists hold liberal 

views and the news coverage is strongly affect-

ed by their ideological views, which are against 

Republicans, capitalism, business and military 

[25, 43]. They argue that the media coverage is 

liberal leaning and favors liberal presidential 

candidates [10, 94]. This claim was supported 

by some evidence that revealed Democratic 

candidates being favored over their opponents 

in some cases, like in 1992 and 1996 [10, 94]. On 

the other hand, liberals state that news media is 

largely conservative and promotes conservative 

status quo as most of it is controlled by the 

government and large corporations [25, 43]. 

Still, the journalists as well as the public and 
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even political elites tend to believe that news 

media is pro-Democratic [25, 44]. 

American presidents are found to receive 

a lot of media coverage due to their high posi-

tion representing the American government 

and the world superpower. Therefore, this topic 

brings a substantial profit to the media [9, 121]. 

The content and the coverage tone of the news 

concerning the American presidents and the 

government can have different effects on the 

politics. Positive coverage can contribute to the 

success in pursuing their policies. Moreover, if 

the president administration is presented as an 

effective one, it is more likely to get high ap-

proval ratings, which helps pursue their goals 

[10, 93]. Strategic and negative coverage, on the 

other hand, can increase public cynicism and 

inability to examine the presidency and presi-

dent’s administration [10, 93-94]. Party affilia-

tion of government officials plays a role in the 

tone of the American presidency coverage. Re-

search shows that those officials not belonging 

to the president’s party are likely to be more 

negative towards the president. As such, Re-

publican officials are expected to offer more 

critical and negative comments to newspapers 

about Democratic presidents and vice versa. It 

can be said, therefore, that if a news story con-

tains comments from a lot of nonpresidential 

party sources, the coverage of the story is likely 

to be negative [9, 126].  

Thus, American presidency is a common 

topic for a news coverage, seeing as the presi-

dent is the face of American nation. There are 

three roles of the president, which can be cov-

ered in the news and serve as frames, and these 

are chief executive, political candidate, and pri-

vate citizen [18, 506]. News coverage of the 

presidency usually pays attention to events that 

contribute to the role of the president as a chief 

executive, such as press conferences and meet-

ings [18, 506]. According to W. L. Benoit and J. 

P. McHale, voters pay a lot of attention to the 

personal characteristics and character of the 

candidate as it is perceived as an important fac-

tor in the elections process and functioning of 

the American presidency. They analyzed per-

sonality characteristics commonly raised in 

American presidential campaigns [4, 319, 331-

332]. Based on their typology two personal 

characteristics groups has been found that can 

be generally applied when discussing the por-

trayal of American presidents – principled and 

engaging. The first one corresponds with such 

traits as honesty, trustworthiness, responsibil-

ity, determination etc. Another embodies char-

acteristics like compassion, sense of humor, 

warmness, lovingness etc. [5, 265]. It is argued 

that when portrayed in a role of a chief execu-

tive or political candidate, presidents are more 

likely to be depicted in terms of principled 

characteristics, as they represent a more profes-

sional and serious side of the presidency, while 

engaging traits are more likely to occur when 

portraying presidents in a role of the private 

citizen, since they represent a personal side [18, 

512-513]. 

During the 2016 presidential elections, 

the candidacy of Donald Trump received the 

highest amount of attention in the news cover-

age compared to other candidates, making him 

a dominant figure in the news [16, 2-3]. News 

media was more interested in the personal lives 

and characteristics of the candidates as well as 

the controversies and scandals that surrounded 

them. Thus, the high news coverage of Trump 

can be explained by the fact that he provided 

everything journalists seek for in the story, his 

actions and words received a response profita-

ble to newspapers, creating a perfect atmos-

phere for news coverage [30, 7-8]. The tone of 

news coverage of Trump during general elec-

tion was extremely negative, even in conserva-

tive leaning newspapers that usually support 

Republican candidates, like Fox News, which 

was due to all the controversial things he said 
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and done. His experience and abilities for pres-

idency and leadership, on the other hand, were 

only slightly discussed in the news stories, but 

received the most negative coverage [30, 10-13]. 

Moreover, it is proved that presidents in the 

modern world do not enjoy a positive news 

coverage in their first 100 days in office as it 

was before, rather they experience a harsh 

treatment from the news media, and Trump 

was no exclusion from this trend [29, 8]. Liberal 

leaning newspapers, such as The New York 

Times, offered a highly negative coverage of 

Trump, and the only newspaper that came 

close to the favorable coverage of Trump was 

Fox News [29, 9-12]. Thus, the beginning of 

Trump’s presidency received negative coverage 

in all news outlets, with a slight exception from 

Fox News, however, the recent situation re-

mains unexplored. 

METHOD 

Content analysis is considered the most 

appropriate method to analyze texts, thus, it is 

used in the paper. Content analysis is useful in 

the framing research in political communication 

as it focuses on the language and analyzes dif-

ferent characteristics of texts and messages that 

can have a value for the research [34, 32]. Thus, 

it can be effectively applied to the news cover-

age analysis. Framing approach to content 

analysis of news coverage has some distinctive 

features. Firstly, rather than suppose the mean-

ings in news texts are identified objectively, it 

perceives news texts as symbolic devices that 

communicate with individuals who construct 

the meanings. Secondly, it views the existence 

of frames in news texts as connected to and de-

pendent on the audience that reads the texts 

[28, 58]. As was mentioned above, Fox News is 

one of the biggest news sources, which is con-

sidered to be conservative leaning. The New 

York Times is arguably the leading news source 

in America, which also has a liberal leaning [3, 

113-114]. Moreover, previous research found 

some differences in tone between these news 

sources, when covering 2016 elections and 

Trump’s early presidency. Thus, both sources 

offer interesting insights and were chosen for 

the analysis. For news stories retrieval official 

webpages of newspapers were used. The in-

cluded news articles about Trump’s presidency 

were chosen from one month - March 2019. 

Opinion articles were excluded from the analy-

sis to focus only on what readers perceive as 

factual news. Deductive approach to framing 

implies using predefined frames in order to 

make the analysis of different sources and their 

comparison efficient [33, 94-95]. Based on the 

previous research, two frames were used in the 

analysis: chief executive and private citizen. 

The candidate frame is not used, because as of 

March 2019, 2020 election campaigns have not 

started. Articles were considered appropriate 

for the analysis if, firstly, in the title the word 

“Trump” was used and he was the central fig-

ure of the story, and secondly, the word 

“Trump” appeared at least 5 times in the text. 

In total 164 articles were analyzed, 71 from The 

New York Times and 93 from Fox News. The 

list of the links to all analyzed articles can be 

found by this link [1]. Titles and lexical choices 

in the articles were analyzed for the indications 

of certain frame characteristics existence. These 

characteristics were then compared between 

The New York Times and Fox News. 

TRUMP AS A CHIEF EXECUTIVE: THE NEW 

YORK TIMES 

As was mentioned previously in the pa-

per, the title of the news story can be an im-

portant framing tool. For the big part, article 

titles in The New York Times paper remained 

neutral, stating the facts without implying any 

particular frame characteristics on Trump. 

However, there were still a lot of titles that of-

fered to frame Trump in a specific way. For in-

stance, some titles described Trump as a dis-

honest president, who twists facts and provides 
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false claims. (“Trump’s Inaccurate Claims on 

Mueller, Health Care and the Great Lakes”[54]) 

Many article titles portrayed him as an aggres-

sive and impulsive leader, who is constantly 

having personal feuds, attacking, insulting and 

threatening his opponents, as well as accusing 

them of wrongdoing against him. (“Trump 

Again Attacks a Dead Senator: ‘I Never Will Be’ 

a Fan of John McCain”[36]) He is depicted fail-

ing to successfully achieve results due to his 

own miscalculations and disregard of potential 

risks. (“How the Trump-Kim Summit Failed: 

Big Threats, Big Egos, Bad Bets”[19]) By por-

traying him in these ways, The New York 

Times article titles frame him as an incompe-

tent, irresponsible and dishonest chief execu-

tive, who cannot successfully perform his pres-

idential duties. 

Turning to the texts and lexical and sty-

listic choices used in the articles, similar results 

can be found. Most of the stories are negative in 

tone, providing criticism of Trump and portray-

ing him as incapable of fulfilling his duties and 

performing the role of a chief executive. Some 

news stories emphasized his difference from 

any other president, presenting him as an out-

sider and pointing to his own personalized 

style of presidency. To Trump, every matter be-

comes personal, from diplomacy to feuds. In 

diplomacy, Trump prefers to rely on his own 

skills of communication, however, such strate-

gy is highly criticized and presented as unpro-

fessionalism from the president’s side, which 

ultimately leads to failure: 

“The president is relying on his charm, as 

well as his ability to read people and improvise, to 

persuade his counterpart to agree to a difficult struc-

tural change… The debacle in Hanoi, the Vietnam-

ese capital, where Mr. Trump… failed to strike a 

disarmament deal… laid bare a fundamental weak-

ness in his deal making: his belief that bluster and 

force of personality can bridge deep-rooted differ-

ences and lack of preparation” [40]. 

Another difference in his presidential 

style is his aggressiveness and impulsiveness, 

which tend to be expressed in the form of harsh 

insults and accusations of others. That is the 

image that Trump himself formed and intends 

to maintain, but it is seen as another unprece-

dented strategy, which is not considered fit by 

The New York Times for the president of the 

US. He takes all attacks and criticism personally 

and is always ready to clap back and respond 

by insulting his opponents: 

“President Donald Trump accused backers of 

the investigation of trying to overturn the 2016 elec-

tion and attempting "illegally" to claim power. De-

claring the country "hurt" by the probe, Trump 

called his opponents "losers” [2]. 

Likewise, he keeps having heated per-

sonal feuds, which also became a part of his 

image as a president. However, such personal 

attacks only deepen the negative tone of his 

framing and provide more reasons to view 

Trump as an inadequate president. It is consid-

ered as going too far, especially as he continued 

to insult the dead war hero, John McCain, 

which caused outrageous reaction and revul-

sion among people: 

“President Trump demonstrated that not 

even death provides a respite from his wrath on 

Twitter… The comments… sparked swift condem-

nation, showing that the president abandons con-

ventional boundaries of civility like not speaking ill 

of the dead at his peril” [47]. 

Moreover, Trump’s style for presidency 

is to do everything in his own way, which often 

means disregarding previous American policies 

and not listening to his advisors and counse-

lors. This leads him to not thoroughly consider-

ing the risks and consequences of his actions 

and ignoring long-standing traditions and 

achievements, which was the case, for instance, 

when Trump recognized Israeli sovereignty 

over the Golan Heights: 
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“Mr. Trump’s announcement puts him at 

odds with international law and decades of Ameri-

can policy” [20]. 

In addition, The New York Times 

showed that such style of presidency could re-

sult in his own actions coming at odds with the 

work of his administration, putting it at risk 

and creating diplomatic problems, which is 

considered to be careless and irresponsible and 

does not speak in favor of Trump’s capability to 

successfully fulfil the presidential duties: 

“<Trump> accused Mexican and Central 

American leaders of doing "nothing" to prevent ille-

gal immigrants from coming to the United States — 

one day after his administration signed an agree-

ment with some of those same leaders aimed at re-

ducing the number of migrants streaming north. 

Trump's tweets risked undermining his administra-

tion's diplomatic efforts on immigration.”[45] 

Another point for his depiction in the 

role of a chief executive is his constant need to 

prove he is doing a better job than the previous 

administration, promising to make things bet-

ter, even though there is no evidence of him re-

alizing the claims: 

<Trump said> “we’re doing something that 

is going to be much less expensive than Obamacare 

for the people... There's no sign that his administra-

tion has a comprehensive health care plan...” [53]. 

Furthermore, The New York Times illus-

trates how he accuses others of doing nothing 

or not enough to deal with the current prob-

lems, at the same time boasting about the im-

pressive results of his own actions, even though 

these claims are false, and the reality is com-

pletely the opposite. Providing false and inac-

curate claims is found to be a common case for 

Trump, who constantly misrepresents the truth 

and twists the facts. It points to one of the most 

negative things about the Trump’s presidency, 

which is dishonesty: 

“The president lamented that Mexico was 

making a “fortune” off the United States, and said 

Mexico’s immigration laws were the “strongest im-

migration laws of anywhere in the world.” (Mexico 

is much weaker than the United States at enforcing 

its border laws.)” [39]. 

There was also one article that suggested 

the comparison between Trump and Brazil’s 

President, whom The New York Times de-

scribed as an authoritarian leader and national-

ist:  

“Like other authoritarian leaders Mr. Trump 

has embraced since taking office, Mr. Bolsonaro is an 

echo of the American president: a brash nationalist 

whose populist appeal comes partly from his use of 

Twitter and his history of making crude statements 

about women, gay people and indigenous groups” 

[12]. 

By pointing to the similarities between 

them, it can be interpreted as ambiguously call-

ing Trump an authoritarian ruler, especially 

when the article also showed his affection for 

authoritarian leaders and contradictions with 

democratic ones: 

“Mr. Trump has repeatedly confronted and 

challenged the United States’ closest democratic al-

lies, including the leaders of Canada, Germany and 

France, while speaking with glowing admiration 

about some of the globe’s most brutal dictators: Kim 

Jong-un of North Korea, Vladimir V. Putin of Rus-

sia, Xi Jinping of China...” [12]. 

Thus, framing Trump as a chief execu-

tive, The New York Times describes him as un-

like any other president, who is constantly de-

fying and breaking norms and doing every-

thing in his own way. His personal feuds and 

personal diplomacy are highly criticized as be-

ing unprofessional and irresponsible, followed 

with his harsh insults of others as well as disre-

gard of advices, previous policies and even 

laws, which leaded to highly negative results 

and risked undermining the work and 
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achievement of the administration. Moreover, 

Trump is portrayed as a dishonest president, 

who constantly provided false and inaccurate 

claims, took credit for the results he did not 

achieve and did not follow through with his 

promises. One article even came close to calling 

Trump an authoritarian leader. Thus, The New 

York Times is highly negative towards Trump 

as a chief executive, pointing to his incompe-

tence and failure to perform presidential duties. 

TRUMP AS A CHIEF EXECUTIVE: FOX 

NEWS 

Similar to the New York Times, the titles 

in Fox News, for a big part, showed impartiali-

ty and factuality; however, many article titles 

suggested framing him in different ways. In 

line with The New York Times, some titles 

pointed to Trump’s impulsive and aggressive 

nature and hot temper, which often took the 

form of accusing and insulting others. (“Trump 

calls Schiff a 'disgrace' for pushing collusion 

agenda, says Dem may have broken law” [38]) 

Other titles implied criticism and negative as-

sessment of his actions and presidential style. 

(“Trump's personalized diplomacy fails as Ko-

rea talks collapse” [55]) Still, Fox News provid-

ed many titles, which defended Trump and 

showed his successful accomplishments, de-

termination to fulfill promises and push for-

ward policies beneficial to the country and 

American people. (“Trump signs executive or-

der aimed at lowering veterans' suicide 

rate”[48]) Such depictions in the titles show that 

Fox News is not as negative about Trump as 

The New York Times and frames him as a dif-

ferent and sometimes hard to deal with, but 

competent and determined president, who is 

doing his best to fulfill the promises and con-

tribute to the development of the US. 

Turning to the texts, Fox News also 

pointed to Trump’s difference from other pres-

idents, referring to his style to personalize eve-

rything. Thus, they portrayed his harshness and 

aggressiveness taking form of insulting and 

mocking his opponents and seeking revenge, 

which is a part of his image:  

“<Trump> proceeded to tear into Democrats 

and the FBI as unintelligent "frauds" who tried des-

perately to undermine the results of the 2016 elec-

tion” [44]. 

Every criticism Trump takes personally 

and always reacts to it clapping back, which 

sometimes is seen as a necessary thing by Fox 

News, however, in other situations continuing 

such personal feuds is becoming completely 

unreasonable, indecent and unacceptable, as 

was the case with the John McCain feud, which 

caused disapproval of the president and highly 

negative response towards Trump: 

“President Trump is picking a whole lot of 

fights in recent days, including one with a dead sen-

ator. Some of these are battles he should be engaging 

in, despite what much of the media say. And some 

are the kind he would be better off avoiding… 

whether Trump's grievances against McCain are 

justified is beside the point. He was a war hero who 

served his country for decades. He is no longer with 

us. Perhaps it's time for the president to let it go” 

[42]. 

He is portrayed as following his own 

way, when it comes to presidency, which some-

times makes him hard to deal with as he often 

does not listen to his advisors and, thus, does 

not thoroughly consider possible consequences 

of his actions. It shows his determination, how-

ever, it also points to his disregard of the risks 

that occur with the following of such strategy: 

“President Trump’s fresh push for the elimi-

nation of ObamaCare followed a disagreement with-

in the administration, with top officials and Vice 

President Pence advising against such a move… 

<cautioning> about the risks of pursuing the case 

without a “strategy or a plan to handle the suddenly 

uninsured if the suit succeeds” [46]. 
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Fox News also concurred with The New 

York Times on the matter of Trump’s style of 

presidency coming at odds with the actions and 

achievements of his administration, however, it 

did not explicitly mention negative conse-

quences his actions may have on diplomacy, 

thus, it was not as critical towards Trump: 

“President Trump abruptly announced Fri-

day that he was withdrawing sanctions on North 

Korea, immediately after his own Treasury Depart-

ment imposed them…” [50]. 

In contrast to The New York Times, Fox 

News offered many articles that portrayed 

Trump as a capable chief executive, indicating 

his successful presidential performance, ability 

to score some impressive achievements, and 

determination to serve and benefit the country 

by doing what he considers best. For instance, it 

provided justification for Trump’s intention to 

fulfil his promise and close the border: 

“U.S. Customs and Border Protection Com-

missioner Kevin McAlleenan… said this week that 

the border was at its “breaking point,” noting that 

there are not enough agents to respond to the flow of 

illegal immigrants crossing the U.S.-Mexico bor-

der… His agency also tweeted that they saw the 

highest number of "apprehensions and encounters" 

in over a decade this week… the president, whose 

paramount 2016 campaign promise was to build a 

wall along the U.S.-Mexico border, declared a na-

tional emergency in a bid to free up funding for the 

barrier along the border.”[52] 

Fox News also had different view on the 

Golan Heights case, suggesting its positive ef-

fect on diplomacy and historic significance, ra-

ther than contradiction to the international law 

and American policy: 

“President Trump… signed a proclamation 

officially recognizing the contested Golan Heights 

region as part of Israel – marking another unprece-

dented move by Trump in strengthening U.S.-Israeli 

relations” [49]. 

In addition, Fox News defended Trump 

against critics, who tried to discredit him by 

showing the flaws in their arguments and indi-

cating that in some cases Trump actually did a 

better job than his predecessors, for instance, 

when it came to women in politics: 

“President Trump, often criticized for his 

stance toward women, employs more women as sen-

ior advisers than former presidents Barack Obama, 

George W. Bush, and Bill Clinton did at the similar 

points in their presidencies… Trump's employment 

of women as key advisers at this early point in his 

presidency may be higher than any other president's 

in history” [43]. 

Moreover, he is portrayed as concerned 

about the welfare of people, focusing on pro-

tecting Americans and contributing to the de-

velopment of the country, which showed his 

fitness for the presidency: 

“President Trump signed a new executive 

order on Tuesday aimed at decreasing the number of 

veteran suicides and creating a task force of state 

and local groups to raise awareness of the crisis” 

[48]. 

Even though Fox News offered some 

criticism to Trump’s presidential style, it also 

defended his personal involvement, stating that 

it benefits the country and makes him a better, 

more respectable president. His unique style 

that differs so much from other presidents is 

what makes him more successful in performing 

his duties as a chief executive and receives the 

approval of people: 

“Take, for instance, Trump’s involvement in 

the decision to ground the Boeing plane that has 

been involved in two fatal crashes, the 737 Max 8… 

Barack Obama was never involved in such safety 

decisions… I don't know about you, but that's what 

I would want a president doing — not substituting 

his judgment for that of the experts but taking a 

hands-on role in crisis management. Aviation safety 
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is a crucial issue… Trump's personal involvement is 

a good thing” [42]. 

Furthermore, rather than judge his per-

sonal diplomacy as a reason for the North Ko-

rea summit failure, Fox News pointed that 

Trump still got the best result out of a hard sit-

uation, and even though he knew the criticism 

would appear, he still followed through with 

the best intentions for the US in mind, which 

makes him a responsible president that puts the 

interests of the country before his own: 

“The North Korea summit… had failed. And 

the media wasted no time in declaring it not just a 

failed summit, but a personal failure for President 

Trump and his freewheeling style of diplomacy. 

Many of the negative assessments are valid, but I 

will say this for the president: He walked away from 

a bad deal. He knew that Kim Jong Un was asking 

too much in concessions, and rather than make a 

flawed deal for the sake of positive headlines, he can-

celed a scheduled signing ceremony” [55]. 

Finally, Fox News did not share the same 

opinion with The New York Times concerning 

the resemblance between Trump and Brazil’s 

president, stating that they illustrate a new 

model for democracy, rather than portraying 

Trump as a threat to democracy and turn to au-

thoritarianism: 

“They both represent a new model of leader-

ship for democracies and that is they’re both nation-

alists, they’re both anti-elitists, they’re both socially 

conservative…” [37]. 

Thus, while framing Trump as a chief 

executive, Fox News portrays him as a different 

president that has his own style based on the 

personal involvement. Such style of presidency 

received some criticism, especially when it took 

the form of personal attacks, as it represented 

his aggressiveness and impulsiveness, qualities 

not considered fit for the president, however, 

sometimes it was considered necessary. Moreo-

ver, in some cases it resulted in Trump not 

thoroughly considering the consequences of his 

actions. Still, the criticism was not as extensive 

as in The New York Times and mostly ap-

peared in the texts, not in the titles. Overall, Fox 

News was more positive towards Trump, refer-

ring to his determination to fulfil promises, in-

tention to protect the country and people who 

live there, provide them with better conditions. 

His personal involvement has its flaws, howev-

er, it is also one of his strongest qualities as a 

president that allowed him to achieve some 

impressive results. Thus, Fox News provided 

significantly more stories that frame Trump as a 

competent chief executive, capable to do a good 

job despite all the criticism. 

TRUMP AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN: THE NEW 

YORK TIMES 

There were only few titles that contained 

a particular depiction of Trump as a private cit-

izen. Some of them portrayed Trump as distant 

from American people, not leaving the White 

House. (“Some Presidents Felt Trapped in the 

White House Bubble. Trump Thrives in It.”[35]) 

The article texts, however, revealed more indi-

cations of the existence of certain frame charac-

teristics. 

News stories in The New York Times 

portrayed Trump as unsympathetic and uncon-

cerned about the hardships people are dealing 

with. He was depicted as completely aloof and 

disconnected from American people, not caring 

about their grief and losses. It was apparent, for 

instance, in the coverage of hurricane damages: 

“<Trump> was criticized for lacking empa-

thy. Trying to make small talk with a man whose 

home had been damaged, he pointed to an elegant 

yacht that had been washed ashore during the hurri-

cane and was marooned against the back deck of the 

man’s red brick house. “Is this your boat?” he asked 

the homeowner. When the man shook his head and 

said “no,” the president turned with a grin and said, 

“At least you got a nice boat out of the deal.”[35] 
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In addition, other articles also pointed to 

his cold and harsh nature that prevents him 

from feeling empathy and compassion, as well 

as his frequent habit to insult other people. It 

was especially evident with regard to asylum 

seekers that have long been a sensitive object to 

Trump: 

“<Trump> did not share concern over the 

plight of people in danger… he used harsh language 

to describe the thousands of people who have tried to 

flee violence and poverty… referring to asylum seek-

ers as a “big fat con job” [39]. 

Thus, while framing Trump as a private 

citizen, the New York Times portrayed him in a 

negative way as lacking empathy and warm-

ness, being harsh and rude, distant from com-

mon American people, indifferent to their 

struggles and unconcerned by their problems. 

TRUMP AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN: FOX 

NEWS 

Similarly to The New York Times, not 

many article titles in Fox News offered a specif-

ic description of Trump as a private citizen. 

However, those who did suggested framing 

Trump in a way to show his humane, compas-

sionate and empathetic side, pointing to the 

positive qualities of his character. (“Trump ful-

fills terminally ill man's dying wish with phone 

call”[41]) 

The article texts also showed a complete-

ly opposite from The New York Times view on 

Trump as a private citizen. They portrayed him 

as more sympathetic and warm, showing his 

caring side and deep concern for other people. 

These qualities could be observed, for instance, 

when he was praised for his readiness to do 

anything to show love and support to survivors 

of the tornado in Alabama: 

“President Donald Trump was just doing 

what he could to raise spirits when he signed Bibles 

at an Alabama church for survivors of a deadly tor-

nado outbreak, many religious leaders say… the 

president's visit was uplifting and will help bring 

attention to a community that will need a long time 

to recover” [56]. 

During the same visit, it was showed 

that Trump was not distant from people, but in 

fact was trying to connect with them, express-

ing the same intention to help and support 

them in such hard times: 

“Trump met privately with survivors and 

family members affected by the tornado… “I wanted 

to come the day it happened but they said wait. So 

thank you.” He added: “We love you all” [51]. 

Trump’s warm and humane side was al-

so depicted, when he took the time to call a 

terminally ill man, Jay Barrett, whose wish it 

was to talk to Trump. Trump was portrayed as 

loving, caring and gentle, close to common 

people and trying to lift the spirit: 

“<Trump> fulfilled a terminally ill Connect-

icut man's dying wish with a phone call on Tuesday 

evening… Barrett was ecstatic…"You're my kind of 

man, Jay... I'm very proud of you," Trump said” 

[41]. 

Therefore, Fox News, while framing 

Trump as a private citizen, attributed to him 

positive traits, emphasizing his deep care, love 

and concern for American people, connection to 

them, empathy, warmness and compassion to 

those who need it, and willingness to help and 

support them. 

CONCLUSION 

The analysis proved the hypothesis that 

liberal and conservative leaning media ascribed 

different characteristics to Trump, while fram-

ing him. Indeed, The New York Times was 

highly negative towards Trump with regard to 

both frames, portraying him as a dishonest and 

incompetent chief executive, who does not keep 

his promises, provides false claims, fails to suc-

cessfully implement policies, and even resem-
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bles authoritarian leaders; moreover, as a pri-

vate citizen, Trump was presented as cold and 

harsh person, who lacks empathy and compas-

sion and is distant from people. Fox News, on 

the other hand, was more positive towards 

Trump, admitting the flaws in his presidential 

style that could have a negative effect, however, 

also showing the successful results it can bring 

and presenting him as a capable and deter-

mined chief executive, who is committed to ful-

fil his promises and duties and make the lives 

of Americans better; moreover, Trump was por-

trayed as an empathetic, warm and loving pri-

vate citizen, who is concerned about people and 

their struggles and is connected to them. Thus, 

liberal and conservative leaning media offered 

different representation of Trump and his pres-

idency, even though opinion articles were ex-

cluded from the analysis.  
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РЕПРЕЗЕНТАЦИЯ ПРЕЗИДЕНТСВА ДОНАЛЬДА ТРАМПА: 

ЛИБЕРАЛЬНО- VS КОНСЕРВАТИВНО-НАПРАВЛЕННЫЕ 

МЕДИА  

Шенина Елизавета Игоревна – студентка 4-го курса Национального исследовательского 

университета «Высшая школа экономики». Адрес: Санкт-Петербург, Россия. E-mail: 

sheninalisa@gmail.com. 

 

Данная работа направлена на изучение того, как либерально- и консервативно-

направленные медиа представляют Дональда Трампа и его президентство. Результаты кон-

тент-анализа показали, что они изображают его по-разному. The New York Times относится 

к Трампу негативно, подчеркивая причины, по которым он не подходит для президентства, 

а также его холодность и безразличие, тогда как Fox News поддерживает Трампа, показывая 

его способность успешно выполнять президентские обязанности, а также его заботу и со-

чувствие 
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